Patel's are eminent ethnic group from the state of Gujarat, India. Patel's were originally landowners, farmers and village leaders. They have migrated to many countries in Africa, America and the United Kingdom and have added to their hospitality industry through the Patel Motel phenomenon. 1 In this paper, we studied the HLA characteristics of 157 Patel community donors and compared them with 200 Gujarati donors, registered with us at the Marrow Donor Registry India (MDRI). Informed consent was obtained from all donors at the time of recruitment for publishing data of scientific importance without disclosing their personal details. HLA typing was performed using the Luminex xMap SSOP (Genprobe, USA) technology at low resolution. Statistical analysis was done using the GraphPad software.
The most common HLA alleles found in the Patel population were HLA A*24(24%), A*01(19%), A*11 (17%), A*02 and A*068 (9% each); B*15(19%), B*40(16%), B*35 (12%), B*52 and B*57(9%) and DRB1*15(25%), DRB1*07(16%), DRB1*12 and DRB1*14(10% each) and DRB1*04(9%). When compared to the Gujarati speaking population many alleles such as A*24, B*15 and DRB1*12 were seen present in significantly high percentage, whereas few alleles such as B*26 and B*50 were seen in significantly lower percentage (see Table 1 ).
There are no reports on HLA frequency in Patel population from India. The knowledge of HLA allele prevalence in a particular population is important for understanding the disease susceptibility or resistance. Many HLA alleles are specifically associated with drug related toxicity or side effects. A*24 is seen in 24% of Patel population, and is a secondary risk factor for myasthenia gravis 2 and Buerger's disease. 3 High percentages of B*15 alleles were previously reported in Bengali speaking population in India. 4 HLA B*15 has been reported to be associated with occurrence of hypersensitivity reactions including rare but life-threatening Stevens-Johnson syndrome (SJS), and drug-induced hypersensitivity syndrome (HSS) limits the use of the anticonvulsant carbamazepine (CBZ). 5 DRB1*12 is associated with undifferentiated spondyloarthritis. 6 The knowledge of HLA genes in the Patel community can be useful for transplantation and population genetic studies. Emerging registries like MDRI have many challenges 7 as the present chances of finding a match for Indian patients within Indian registry is about 13.7% at 8/8 allele level. Adding more voluntary donors from the Patel community can help increase the chances of finding a matched unrelated donor. 7  15  4  16  5  8  21  5  9  3  13  13  3  10  3  15  22  6  58  19  <0.0001  18  14  4  5  2  27  4  1  5  2  35  60  15  37  12  37  10  3  9  3  39  6  1  2  1  40  50  13  49  16  44  44  11  25  8  48  5  1  1  0  50  18  4  4  1  0.0226  51  33  8  22  7  52  41  10  27  9  55  7  2  1  0  56  3  1  1  0  57  23  6  29  9  58  7  3  4  1   HLA DRB1  1  10  2  9  3  3  34  8  15  5  4  47  12  27  9  7  84  21  50  16  8  6  3  5  2  9  4  1  1  0  10  16  4  17  5  11  42  11  20  6  12  10  3  33  10  <0.0001  13  36  9  22  7  14  41  10  33  10  15  65  16  77  25  16 1 0 5 2
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